TN A WORLD where the concentration of economic power
JL is advantageous to the ruling minority, it is only natural
that the results of disinterested scientific research should
be applied in such a way as to foster large-scale mass pro-
duction and mass distribution* And in a world where
nationalism is taken for granted, and where the values of
nationalism are held to be supreme, it is only natural that
these same results should be applied to the end of produc-
ing and continually improving the instruments of war.
Because it paid them to do so, men of science, inventors
and engineers have worked to build up a system of central-
ized industry; and because, as nationalists, they thought
it was their duty (and also, it must be added, because the
duty was often a very profitable one), they have worked
to produce such marvels of technological ingenuity as
tanks, bombers, flame-throwers and atomic missiles.
f Nationality,' wrote Lord Acton in 1862, 'does not
aim either at liberty or prosperity, both of which it sacri-
fices to the imperative necessity of making the nation the
mould and measure of the state. Its course will be marked
with material as well as moral ruin.' Acton's prophecy Is
still in the terrible process of fulfilment. The material
havoc wrought by applied science in the service of nation-
alism is such that it will take a generation to repair the
damage. For many millions of men, women and especi-
ally children, the moral ruin caused by the war is irrepar-
able ;/to the end of their lives they ane doomed to remain
psychologicaUywarpeji^OTppl^^               And these,
of course, are not the only gifts of the nationalism which
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